INTRODUCTION
The role of cyclic adenosine monophosphate (cAMP) in the maintenance of meiotic arrest has been well documented in mouse and rat oocytes (Dekel and Beers, 1978; Schultz, 1988 (Jagiello et al, 1981; Racowsky, 1985b; Moor, 1988 (Sirard and First, 1988) . Also in sheep, GVBD occurs in vitro even in the presence of a cAMP-elevating agent (Moor and Heslop, 1981; Crosby et al, 1985 ; Moor and Seamark, 1986) . The drop in intracellular concentration of cAMP observed in mouse oocytes (Schultz, 1988) during commitment is not found in sheep oocytes. Here the levels of cAMP increase rather than decrease (Moor and Heslop, 1981; Crosby et al, 1985; Moor and Seamark, 1986) (Fulka, 1985) . They were then washed 5 times in medium and cultured. The composition of the medium was as follows: 9 ml TC199, 1 ml isotonic glucose solution, 0.2 mM pyruvic acid and 50 pg/ml gentamicin sulfate. The medium was supplemented with bovine serum albumin (4 mg/ml). For manipulations, HEPES-buffered medium (pH 7.6) was used. After collection (control) (Racowsky, 1985a, b; Hubbard, 1986; Homa, 1988 (Dekel and Beers, 1978; Schultz, 1988 (Schultz, 1988 
